Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 DARES 03642 2421 17Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

099902 242120Z/14 

O 241702Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9618 
INFO AMEMBASSY GABORONE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET DAR ES SALAAM 3642 

EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, SW, TZ 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: NYERERE’S REACTION TO SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACK 
ON ZAMBIA 


1 . IN CONVERSATION ON ANOTHER SUBJECT EVENING OF AUGUST 24, 
PRESIDENT NYERERE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM PRESIDENT 
KAUNDA ON THE TELEPHONE THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD ATTACKED ZAMBIA. 
FIRST REPORT WAS 12 KILLED AND 15 WOUNDED. 


2. WHEN I EXPRESSED REGRET BUT LAMENTED ALSO THE RECENT SWAPO 
ATTACK FROM ZAMBIA THAT HAD PRESUMABLY PROVOKED THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN ACTION, NYERERE SAID HE AGREED THAT SWAPO HAD BEHAVED 
BADLY. AT THIS POINT. NYERERE SAID. SWAPO SHOULD BE DOING 
NOTHING MORE MILITARILY THAN REACTING AGAINST SPECIFIC 
PROVOCATION. 


3. 1 SAID I THOUGHT THAT WOULD BE A GOOD PRE-FORMAL CEASE-FIRE 
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POLICY FOR BOTH SIDES, BUT I SUPPOSED SWAPO MIGHT CLAIM THAT 
ITS ACTION WAS A RETALIATION FOR THE CASSINGA RAID. NYERERE 
SAID THEY COULD AND THEY WOULD, BUT AT THIS STAGE THEY 
SHOULDN'T. WHAT WE NEEDED WAS TO GET THE UN IN AND THE 
TRANSITION UNDERWAY. 


4. COMMENT: WHILE UNHAPPY AT THE SOUTH AFRICAN RAID- AND 
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SPECIFICALLY THE POSITION IN WHICH IT PUT "POOR KEN"— NYERERE 
DID NOT GIVE ANY INDICATION THAT HE THOUGHT THE RAID INTO 
ZAMBIA TREATENED OR SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO DELAY FINALIZATION 
OF A NAMIBIA SETTLEMENT. 

SPAIN 
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